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HOW TO MOUNT YOUR WOOD DUCK HOUSE 

Wood ducks are highly secretive in selecting nest sites to minimize impacts of nest predators and 
competition from other wood ducks. Therefore, it is important to locate individual nest boxes in 
relatively secluded areas within timber stands where natural cavities would occur naturally. Nest boxes 
can be placed either on land or over the water. If located over the water, they should be placed at least 
4 feet above the high water level and the entrance hole should face the open water rather than the 
shoreline. Because of ease of access by predators, installation of nest boxes directly on trees should be 
avoided. Nest boxes placed on land should be located from 30 to 150 feet away from the shoreline. 
Boxes placed directly on the shoreline appear to be more likely frequented by nest predators. Since the 
hen must lead her ducklings to water soon after they hatch, the area between the nest box and the 
water's edge should be free of any major obstacles such as roads or fencing. Nest boxes placed on poles 
over water are generally easier to monitor than those placed in trees. Regardless of whether the box is 
placed over the water or land, the entrance should be clear of obstructions to provide easy access for 
the ducks.  

In order to maximize nest box use while minimizing nest dumping, it is generally recommended that nest 
boxes should be placed at least 600 feet apart and should not be visible to one another. When placing 
nest boxes in isolated locations, consider ease of access for monitoring purposes.  

 


